Photography 1: Digital and Film
Amy Wilson




                  


      Office Hours: 
Moore Center Photo Lab: Room 205




  Fall and Spring: Tuesdays 2:10 – 3:00 

677- 3513/ awilson@newhampton.org





Winter: Mondays 6:00 – 7:00
Course Description:
In Photography I students learn the principles and elements of design, how to maximize the potential of the camera for personal expression and fine printmaking. Film students use the traditional, wet darkroom; digital students learn the digital workflow using Photoshop.

Course Content Objectives: 

You will:


Use photographs from today’s media to understand world issues


Learn the meaning of censorship and how it relates to the images we see in the media 
Learn and apply the principles of design to create strong, intentional images

Learn to manipulate your camera for solid exposures as well as for creative purposes

Identify your artistic vision 

Produce a portfolio of work.


Film

Learn to process film

Learn the basic processes of black and white printmaking

Digital 

Learn to upload, file manage, and the basics of the digital workflow resulting in digital prints. 

Level II Foundations of Learning Skills:  

Awareness: foster curiosity, emergence of passions, healthy skepticism, set and obtain goals

Creativity: create with purpose and intent using given resources, develop intuition and problem solving skills, 

identify talent

Textbook and Other Required Course Materials:

There is no required textbook for this course. You are responsible for using online resources and managing the handouts and assignments that I give you in your binder.

Required materials: 

for digital students: camera, battery, battery charger, memory card, three ring binder, 20 - 30 clear pocket pages, approximately 50 sheets of photo paper

for film students: camera, battery, two Ilford “Value Packs” and approximately 8 additional rolls of film, three ring binder, 20 - 30 clear pocket pages

Lockers are available in the processing room if you would like to store supplies in the classroom.  You need to supply your own combination lock, and give me the combination.

Departmental Grading Procedures 

The following policies may differ from those of other teachers’ as they are specific to the Arts Department. 

Acceptance of Late Work : Late work must be completed within four class periods.
Electronic Submittal Policy : The arts department is committed to fostering sustainable practices.  We will accept electronic submission of homework when it is reasonable to do so.

Retaking a Test : Arts faculty will not allow students to retake a test.
Extra Credit : Extra credit work is possible. Please ask.
Unexcused Absences: Each unexcused absence lowers the student’s semester grade ½ a letter grade.
Classroom Policies
No food or drink in the classroom.

Come prepared to work. 

Your peers are valuable resources. If I am busy with another student, ask someone else for help!

Attendance at Galletly Gallery receptions is required.

Classroom expectations: 

Be on time, prepared to work. The photo lab, darkroom, and classroom must be completely safe environments for each
student. None of us will grow as artists if we are guarded and reserved, or in any way afraid. We must all feel safe to be ourselves, to try new things that may or may not work out, to fail, and then to succeed. Suggestions are phrased positively, “I would try this”, “think about this”. 
Photography Assessment:
project work: concept & technique


60%


reflections and insp. photographers/current images
10%

effort/personal risk, growth, and investigation

10%

exam project




20%

Assignments:

Weekly assignment for students of all ages and experience:

Find two photographers whose work inspires you.  Keep records of these photographers and their work in your notebook.  If you find them on the web, print out the pages. If you find them in a book, photocopy them. (Make sure you cite the source). Note on these pages WHAT it is about the work that you admire. You are creating a resource for your self about your own personal aesthetic.  These resources are due in your binder by Friday, every week.  Try the links here as starting points, and let me know when you find a great resource: www.nhsphoto.blogspot.com
The “nhsphoto” blog is a vehicle for us to look at and comment on each other’s work.  I will ask you to post your most effective image from each assignment on the blog, and I will ask that you write a thoughtful comment on at least two of your classmates’ images for each assignment.

All assignments require a full roll of 36 exposure film, the corresponding contact sheet, and four prints. Prints should not be smaller than 5x7.  For digital students, each assignment requires a minimum of 40 images on Mondays.  These may be considered drafts, and you may continue creating new images until the final due date for prints.  “Photographers who inspire” are due in your binder on Fridays.  There will be weekly writing reflections as well. 

The following assignments may change!

Week 1: composition, contrast, putting film on reel, photograms, basic developing processes, examples of the environmental portrait, 
aperture, selective focus

Assignment #1 (shoot ASAP!) Free subject, emphasis on composition and contrast, odd perspectives
Week 2: basic printing techniques, using aperture and shutter together, process second roll of film, 

Assignment #2 Sense of Place

Field trip to Profile or Livermore Falls, indoor shoot

Week 3: Sense of Self : The environmental self portrait, selective focus, creative options
Assignment #3: Sense of Self: combine “sense of person” and “sense of place” to create your “sense of self”!

printing, critique on portraits, using the aperture creatively for depth of field and selective focus, metering white on white, grey, black, examples of landscape photography

Week 4: processing roll #3, printing, matting demo, the shutter, creative use to control motion, printing

Assignment #4: Controlling motion, using the shutter creatively 

2 matted prints due by midterm

Week 5: editing, printing, 

Assignment #5: free roll, long weekend, take advantage of off campus opportunities! Keep in mind future assignments!

Week 6: printing, critique best of landscape and self portrait, 

Midterm, 2 matted prints due

Week 7: printing and critique, 

Assignment #6:  Looking at your “artists who inspire you”, figure out what they have in common, or what it is that most 
inspires you.  Create a roll of images in which you emulate that style or characteristic.

Week 8: printing

Week 9: Assignment #7:  rhythm /pattern

Week 10: photojournalism, what is truth? Reuters’ guides

Assignment #8: document life on campus, pick “living, working, or playing”

Week 11: editing, printing, critique, review of ISO and exposure combinations for indoor vs outdoor events

Assignment #9: “event” photography

Week 12: editing. printing, matting, 

Assignment #10: exam project: HERO PROJECT : 4 images

Scholastic Art Award entries due, forms filled out on-line with parent signatures

Week 13:  Exam project and all term work due.
5 matted prints due for student exhibit in the gallery

