Public Speaking
Mr. Sampson








D Block
jsampson@newhampton.org
603-677-3567
Office Hours:  Tuesday 2:15 – 3:00 and by appointment

Course Description

Open to all interested students, this course offers techniques and practice in several areas of public speaking. Areas covered include informative speaking, persuasive speaking, protest speeches, special occasion speeches, debate, and extemporaneous speaking.
Course Objective
Good global citizens are good communicators.  This class will require students to express themselves clearly and persuasively.  Students will explain, demonstrate and argue.  They will elaborate on perspectives and values they hold dear and will defend positions with which they disagree.  They will teach each other how to do things and open each other’s eyes to different perspectives.

Foundations of Learning Skills
This class is open to all interested students, but functions at Level 3 in the Foundations of Learning.  Specifically, students will be expected to perform at Level 3 in the areas of Speaking, Research, Awareness and Creativity.  Specifically:

· Research:  use varied sources to support thesis

· Research: interpret research and seek multiple perspectives
· Awareness: exhibit open-mindedness and develop lifelong learning strategies
· Awareness: recognize and appreciate alternative perspectives
· Creativity:  articulate personal voice and intent
· Creativity: create with purpose
· Speaking: articulate argument and rebuttal
· Speaking: combine media from multiple sources into a cohesive presentation
· Speaking: audience: small group presentations and school community
Reading List

The instructor will provide various hand-outs and readings and students will be responsible for keeping a notebook containing these handouts and writing brief journal entries about the readings.

Grading Procedures and Classroom Policies

Participation and homework– 20%

Speeches and presentations – 60%

Final – 20%

The Fine Print
Class Participation  The participation element of your grade will be based on a cumulative score.  Each day of class, I will award everybody a point grade from 1 to 5.  At the end of the semester, your total points accumulated will determine your Participation grade.
Attendance Policy

Any unexcused absence will lower your FINAL COURSE GRADE by a step.  For example, if you earn a B+ in the class and have an unexcused absence, your final course grade will be a B.  If you have two unexcused absences, you will have a B-.  

In accordance with school policy, 3 lates will equal one unexcused absence.
Homework and Late work policy  All work must be completed and turned in at the assigned times.  If you are going to be absent, it is your responsibility to make arrangements with me before you leave.  
Presentations
You will be provided with an evaluation breakdown for each project.  In addition to the speech itself, you will be responsible for handing in notes, drafts and outlines for each presentation.

Course Content Plan

This breakdown is a loose structure and is subject to change depending on the needs of the class.

Week 1 – Introductions, Communication, Interviews

Week 2 – The basics of speechmaking; conquering stagefright

Week 3 – Personal Statements:  Who are YOU?

Week 4 and 5 – Object/Demonstrative speeches 

Week 6 – Informative speeches and research

--Long Parents Weekend--

Week 7 – Informative speeches and research

Week 8 and 9 – Persuasive speeches

Week 10 – Speeches using Powerpoint

--Thanksgiving Break--

Week 11 and 12 – Speeches using Powerpoint continued and final speech prep work

