Jazz Band (level III)

      Instructor: Mr. Mathison

Music Wing: 201








                         Office: 603.677.3526







            
jmathison@newhampton.org






Office Hours: Tuesdays, 2:10-2:30

Course Summery:  Jazz Band is a limited enrollment class dedicated to the learning and performing of jazz compositions in a small ensemble. This course is open to advanced players only. All students interested in participating must audition. A variety of styles within the jazz idiom, including Brazilian and Latin jazz as well as fusion, funk, and modern progressive jazz are covered.
Course Content:
-Perform with expression and technical accuracy a varied repertoire of instrumental literature.

-Perform an appropriate part in an ensemble, demonstrating well-developed ensemble skills. 

-Students will develop proper ensemble skills including professionalism, gear set-up, blending and teamwork through the daily rehearsal of selected jazz repertoire.

-Students will be able to interpret a lead sheet.

-Students will be exposed to the many and diverse styles of jazz through both listening and playing jazz music from around the world.

Foundations of Learning: (level III)

· Use credible evidence, support thesis with analysis

· Learn formal research writing, multi-page, single audience

· Recognize theme/motif to read for connections

· Apply essential questions to create a thesis

· Use varied sources to support thesis

· Synthesize and record information from a variety of sources with minimal teacher direction

· Lead presentations

· Audience: small group presentations and school community

· Take responsible risks

· Recognize and appreciate alternative perspectives

· Articulate personal voice and intent

· Develop sensitivity to aesthetics

Required Materials:

• The Real Book fake book (provided by dept.)

• Recordings

• Published jazz music (provided by dept.)

Grading and classroom policies:

Preparedness, participation and notebook: 20%

Ensemble Performance(s): 40% 







      
Quizzes/tests/research paper: 20%

Final: 20%
-Participation in every class is essential to the group and it’s achievements.  Late arrivals will get half credit for attendance that day.  Attendance is factored into preparedness and will reflect in the final grade.

-This is a performance based class and the student will be required to perform in each instance and be will be assessed according to professionalism and competency on his or her individual part.

- Assignments may be turned in One Class Period late for half credit.  No other late work will be accepted.

-A “quiz” will be given at the end of each week in which students will demonstrate by playing for the class the related materials and concepts.
-The research paper will be scholarly and based on one jazz composer’s work of the student’s choosing and should contain minimal biographical information.

-Assessments and Tests cannot be made up (arts dept. policy).  If you are going to miss a class on an assessment day, you must make arrangements prior to the class-day in question.  

-The final examination will consist of both a written and playing section of selected scales, chords, and theoretical concepts from the entire semester.  
I look forward to exploring the rich and vast world of the Jazz idiom with you.  

	Week One
	Familiarize

Gear-check

Nuts & Bolts
	Listening-

Dixie-land

Louis Armstrong’s Hot 5 and Hot 7

	Week Two
	Setting up the ensemble

Reading a Lead Sheet
	Listening

Big Band/ Swing era

	Week Three
	Introducing Repertoire


	Listening-

Bebop

	Week Four
	Rehearse
	Listening

Cool Jazz

	Week Five
	Recording the band

Critiquing the band (how do we sound?)
	Listening

Early Funk

	Week Six/Seven
	Students picks tunes

Student Run Rehearsals

Research Paper
	Listening-

Avant- Garde

	Week Eight/Nine
	Prepare For Concert
	Listening-

Modern Jazz

	Week Ten/Eleven
	Performance

Review for final
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2nd Term (assuming same group)

	Week One


	Dust off

Gear-check
	Listening-

Student Choice

	Week Two
	Setting up the band (students run)

Repertoire
	Listening-

Latin (samba, rumba, clave)

	Week Three
	Writing a melody (computer lab)

Repertoire/Rehearse
	Listening-

Afro Cuban

	Week Four
	Harmonizing your melody

(computer lab)

Rehearse
	Listening-

Brazilian Jazz

	Week Five
	Recording the Band
	Listening-

Jazz-Rock Fusion

	Week Six/Seven
	Play student compositions

Rehearse repertoire
	Listening-

Straight ahead and Experimental

	Week Eight/Nine
	Research Paper
	

	Week Ten/Eleven
	Rehearse

Gear up for Concert
	Listening-

Post Bop/Post Modern

	Week Twelve/Thirteen
	Performance!


	

	Week Fourteen/Fifteen
	Cool Down

Student Critiques
	Listening-

Student choice

	Week Sixteen
	Review For Final
	

	
	
	


