Improvisation

Mr. Sampson

C Block
jsampson@newhampton.org
603-677-3567
Office Hours:  Tuesday 2:15 – 3:00 and by appointment

Course Description

Through a series of games, exercises, and activities, this course provides an introduction to the art of improvisation. This course is open to all students and allows them to develop skills that help them to think on their feet. Students learn how to positively and productively tell stories to an audience without the benefit of a script. There will be a variety of opportunities to display these skills to the greater school community.

Objective

This class will teach the basic techniques of comedic improvisation.  The class will focus on short-form improv and will teach students a variety of games and exercises to enhance their improvisational abilities.  Ultimately, the techniques the students acquire will improve their presentational and conversational abilities by strengthening their confidence, intuition and decision-making.

This class is open to all interested students, but functions at Level 3 in the Foundations of Learning.  In the areas of Awareness and Creativity, students will learn to:

• exhibit open-mindedness and develop lifelong learning strategies

• take responsible risks

• recognize and appreciate alternative perspectives

• show ethical responsibility to community

• articulate personal voice and intent

• develop sensitivity to aesthetics

Reading List

The instructor will provide various hand-outs and readings and students will be responsible for keeping a notebook containing these handouts and writing brief journal entries about the readings.

Grading Procedures and Classroom Policies

Exercises and Participation – 50%

Readings and Writings – 15%

Major Projects – 25%

Final – 10%

The Fine Print
Class Participation  The participation element of your grade will be based on a cumulative score.  Each day of class, I will award everybody a point grade from 1 to 5.  At the end of the semester, your total points accumulated will determine your Participation grade.
Attendance Policy

Any unexcused absence will lower your FINAL COURSE GRADE by a step.  For example, if you earn a B+ in the class and have an unexcused absence, your final course grade will be a B.  If you have two unexcused absences, you will have a B-.  

In accordance with school policy, 3 lates will equal one unexcused absence.
Homework and Late work policy  All work must be completed and turned in at the assigned times.  If you are going to be absent, it is your responsibility to make arrangements with me before you leave.  
Performance Projects  
Obviously, the nature of grading for such projects is subjective.  In the arts, we often disagree about what is good and what is bad.  You will not be graded on your “talent,” whatever that means.  You will be graded on your willingness to express yourself creatively and to evolve and sharpen your ability to do so.

Course Content Plan

This breakdown is a loose structure and is subject to change depending on the needs of the class.

Week 1 and 2 – Improv basics

Week 3 and 4 – Who?  What?  Where?

Week 5 and 6 – Storytelling

--Long Weekend--

Week 7 and 8 – Use of Suggestion

Week 8 and 9 – Feeding and Teamwork

Week 10 – Structures 

--Thanksgiving Break--

Week 11 and 12 – Final Prep

