

Environmental Art

Meeting time: B Block and F Block  
Meeting Place: Attendance will be taken in Studio #203 but class takes place outdoors
Teacher: Mr. Buck

Contact Info: 
Cell:978-835-2895
Home: 603-744-8233
Office: 603-677-3502


Course Description:
Students will explore the outdoors and use the environment as their palette. Experimentation and group work will be emphasized along with discussion and sketchbook use. Materials will include but not be limited to stone, wood, snow, flowers, water, and twigs. Books and videos of the artist Andrew Goldsworthy will provide inspiration and motivation.

Course summary:
This Level Two studio class is designed to provide students of varying abilities the opportunity to explore the outside world and use the environment as their palette. Experimentation and group work will be emphasized along with discussions and reflective in class writing. Nightly work in sketchbooks will be expected to ensure students are thinking about what they plan on creating in class. In addition, drawings of completed projects will also be explored. Andy Goldsworthy books and videos will be used as inspiration and motivation. 

Spontaneous tests will be given to keep students on their toes. At first these are challenging but as students become more comfortable with this unique class it begins to be more natural.

Example: Today you must work with someone you have not worked with or do not know and create something in forty minutes. Or Today you have twenty minutes to create something using a material you have not yet used.

Parents’ Weekend:
There will be a student exhibit in the Galletly Gallery of student work (photographs of their work) from 10/19-10/24.


Statement of purpose:
I will be documenting the class through digital pictures and plan on having students create websites and perhaps blogs of their work. This is critical in this class because much of the work we will do will not be seen by a large part of the community. Together we can show other communities what we are doing at New Hampton School. Hopefully as a class through discussions and our images of the work we create we can share what we are accomplishing in a sustainable art class. We do not require anything but our hands and the willingness to use our imagination. As this class is still developing updates to the syllabus are expected and important.

Expectations:
Students will be on time for class.
Students will be prepared for class. 
Students will participate on a consistent basis.
Students will meet deadlines or make up work on there own during specified times.
Unexcused absences will affect the student’s letter grade
1 unexcused absence lowers the student’s grade ½ letter grade, 2 unexcused absences will bring the grade down a whole letter grade.
At all times, students will be respectful of the environment and their fellow classmates. 

Group participation, positive attitude and enthusiasm are key to success in this class. 
Working in the elements will be mandatory and proper clothing is imperative. If you are not willing to get your hands dirty and even work in the rain- this class may not be for you!

Assessment:	
Homework assignments: reflection writing and daily sketches for ideas 10%
In class project work: all the work students do outside in the field 50%
Effort and participation: your attitude and willingness to participate 20%
Final project 20%

Grading Rubric:
The nature of this class is very different and unique to its form so grading is based on the following criteria. 

Ability and comprehension of skills and techniques- 25 points
· Does student use materials that are outlined
Originality in approach and design- 25 points
· Did student create something different using materials already worked with

Risk/ challenge- 25 points
· Does student use materials differently than other’s. Stacking vs. balancing
· Does student investigate possibilities of materials

Completed assignment- 25 points
· Did student complete the project in class time. All projects will be due at the end of each class period with the exception of the final project which is one weeks worth of work time.

The following items are required:
Raincoat
Boots for walking and standing in snow and mud
Work gloves/warm gloves
Jacket
Sketchbook from school bookstore
Hat
Hardbound sketchbook

List of books and videos that will be used:
Rivers and Tides- A film by Thomas Riedelsheimer
Holes- Andy Goldsworthy
Wall- Photography by Andy Goldsworthy and Jerry L.Thompson
Collaboration with Nature- Andy Goldsworthy
Stone- Andy Goldsworthy
Wood- Andy Goldsworthy

The elements and principles of design in simplest terms are the foundation to what is used to create a work of art. The elements are what make up the sculpture, painting or drawing. The principles are really what we do to the elements. When we use the principles well the work of art tends to be more successful. The following is a list of words that will be incorporated into each project. 

Elements of design: 										
Line
Shape
Direction
Size
Texture
Color
Value

Principles of design:
Balance
Repetition
Contrast
Harmony
Dominance
Unity



Challenge #1: Individual work -first several weeks.
Create your first natural work of art. It is challenging! Trust yourself it takes time.

· Students will be working towards creating art by using natural materials
· Become comfortable with outdoors and working in the elements
· Begin to understand our relationship with the environment
· Elements of design: line, direction, texture, color, shape, value and size will be emphasized
· Principles of design: balance, repetition, contrast, harmony and unity.
 
Challenge #2: Individual  work –first several weeks
Create your second installation by yourself.  By now you might be feeling more confident.
· Students should be becoming more comfortable using rocks and developing a relationship with the rock. How does this rock work with this rock? 
· Elements of design: line, direction, texture, color, shape, value and size will be emphasized
· Principles of design: balance, repetition, contrast, harmony and unity.


Challenge #3: Pairs and groups -1 week
Create a unique installation using one material. Rocks, leaves, twigs, sticks etc.
· Students will learn how to cooperate, communicate and work together
· Listening and following directions are emphasized

Challenge #4:  Imitate Nature- 1 week
Create a birds nest using materials you gather and manipulate. Investigate campus and find a nest. Try to duplicate!
· Students will research nests and imitate nature. Nature vs art!

Challenge #5: Color 1-2 weeks
Create installation(s) using leaves. Remember leaves change color and fade, then die.
· Learn how to assemble and work with leaves
· Experiment with all types of leaves
· Use the additive process 
· Develop and use artistic vocabulary
· Contrast and color explored



Challenge #6: Contrast 1-2 weeks
Create installation(s) using contrasting materials or colors
Green leaves and brown leaves. Sticks and smooth rocks
· To explore the use of contrasting colors and materials
· Understanding contrast further
· Contrasting colors and contrasting materials



Challenge #7: Whole class work -several weeks at spontaneous times
Create an installation that everyone is involved with. 
· Cooperative learning in a spontaneous manner
· Forces students to work outside of their comfort level
· Appreciation of different learning styles and abilities
· Unity and harmony


Challenge #8: Burleigh Mountain (Long Blocks Only) 2-3 times
· Introduction to a new space and environment
· Experiment with new materials and extended time block


Challenge #9: Create a unique animal shelter (imagine yourself as an animal) 
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