CHORUS 

Course Description

Chorus is designed for anyone who loves to sing. Repertory includes standard choral works supplemented by pop and jazz arrangements. Daily sight-reading and rhythm exercises are required. This is a performance-oriented course.

Course Content Essential Understanding

Students will gain a greater understanding of working within an ensemble, develop strategies for comprehending the musical language, an appreciation for singing in different languages, and an awareness of themselves as a performer.

Foundations of Learning Skills

This class functions at a Level 2 in the Foundations of Learning. In the areas of Awareness, Creativity and Reading, the student will learn to:

• Foster curiosity, emergence of passions, healthy skepticism

• Reflect on personal values, set and obtain goals

• Develop ethical responsibility to peers

• Create with purpose and intent using given resources

• Develop intuition and problem-solving skills

• Identify talent

( Use active reading strategies and contextual clues to read for 

   connections

Supporting Texts

Jensen Sight Singing Course

The Structure of Singing (Miller)

Concert Vocal Repertory – varies year to year

Grading Policy

Performances    40%

Final Exam        20%

Quizzes               15%

Participation      25%

It is the policy of the New Hampton School Performing Arts Department that your Final Grade will be lowered if you have one or more Unexcused Absences in this class.
Course Outline

Unit 1 Week 1- 5

Vocal Health

Physical Warm-ups

Basic Score Recognition/ How to Mark Parts

Vowel Formation/Diphthongs

Diction Skills

Pitch Recognition

Beginning Sight Singing Strategies

Foreign Language Pronunciation (if applicable)

Sitting/Standing Posture

Breathing Technique

Attacks/Releases

Chest/Head Tones

Rehearsal Methods

Unit 2 Weeks 6-12

Pitch Memory

Foreign Language Pronunciation

Passagio/Break

Stage Deportment

Performance Preparation

Intermediate/Advanced Sight Singing

Ensemble Building/Balance and Blend

Occasional Topics

Introduction to International Phonetic Alphabet

Key Signature Review

Elements of Style

Harmonic Construction

Meter Signature

Expression Markings

Cultural Connection

Anecdotal Material

Biographical/Historical Material

Styles and Forms

Critical Listening

Contact

Ms. Kathleen Smith

ksmith@newhampton.org
Office Hours Tuesday 2:10 – 2:30

