Piano I
Course Description
This one-semester course focuses on the technique of playing the piano, and learning to read piano music. Students follow an approved text with supplemental material provided.  In-class performances are required, along with written assignments.

Course Content Essential Understanding

The student will gain confidence through performance, have an appreciation for the difficulty of musical proficiency, and develop strategies for comprehending a new language.

Foundations of Learning

This class functions at Level 2 in the Foundations of Learning.  In the areas of Reading, Awareness and Creativity, students will learn to:

· Foster curiosity, emergence of passions, healthy skepticism

· Reflect on personal values, set and obtain goals

· Develop ethical responsibility to peers

· Create with purpose and intent using given resources

· Develop intuition and problem-solving skills

· Identify talent

· Use active reading strategies and contextual clues to read for

connections

Required Text  

· Piano for Adults, Book 1 (Bastien) ISBN# 0-8497-7300-8

Supporting Texts:

· Scales, Chords and Arpeggios   (Bastien)

· Music Literature Vol.1: Homophony (Hardy and Fish)

· Master Theory (Peters, Yoder)

· Various Repertory Sources

Grading Policy

· Demonstration of keyboard skill        20%

· Written quizzes                                   35%

· Demonstration of rhythmic skill         10%

· Homework                                          10%

· Final Project                                        25%

It is the policy of the New Hampton School Performing Arts Department that your Final Grade will be lowered if you have one or more Unexcused Absences in this class.

Course Outline

Unit 1 Week 1- 5

Understanding the basic technique

C Major and the Sharp Scales, major and relative minor, through E Major

Chapters 1 – 5, Bastien

Appropriate Supplemental Solo Repertory

Beginner Theory

Unit 2  Weeks 6 – 9

Basic/Adv Beginner Technique

Finish Sharp Scales, major and relative minor

Chapters 6 -10, Bastien

Appropriate Solo Repertory

Beginner/Advanced Beginner Theory

Piano Ensemble

Unit 3 Weeks 10 - 12

Effective Practice Technique (solo preparation)

Flat Scales, major and relative minor

Chapters 7 – 13 (estimated), Bastien

Solo Repertory

Advanced Beginner/Intermediate Theory

Solo Performance

Contact

Ms. Kathleen Smith

ksmith@newhampton.org
Office Hours Tuesdays 2:10 – 2:30

