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Fall 2009

Beginning Guitar

Beginning Guitar (level II):

Description:  This class will develop beginning guitar and ensemble techniques through daily practice and rehearsal.  In addition to ensemble skills, students will develop the notational and theoretical concepts of music essential to performing within a group.  Reading standard musical notation will be essential to covering this material; however, no prior reading experience is required.  This class is designed for the student who has never played guitar, or guitar players who need to learn sight-reading and theory concepts.

Jeremy Mathison






Office Hours:

Music Center, Moore





Tuesdays 2:10-2:30

New Hampton School 03256

603.677.3569





    jmathison@newhampton.org

Course Content:

· Gain an understanding of standard musical notation in first position.

· Perform with expression and technical accuracy a varied repertoire of introduction level instrumental literature.

· Perform an appropriate part in an ensemble, demonstrating basic ensemble skills. 

· Gain an appreciation for the diverse applications of classical guitar.

· Become familiar with the foremost composers of classical guitar from around the world and throughout history.

Foundations of Learning:

· Develop topic and thesis, transition between paragraphs
· Use active reading strategies and contextual clues to read for connections
· Electronic honesty, and Internet filtering
· Support a thesis using credible sources
· Use planner to record daily and long-term assignments accurately
· Audience: peer group
· Foster curiosity, emergence of passions, healthy skepticism
·  Reflect on personal values, set and obtain goals
· Identify talent
Requirements:

· Hal Leonard Guitar Method book 1 (provided by the instructor).

· Notebook.  This will include lessons, exercises, handouts and homework as well as selected repertoire and will be present at all class meetings.  This notebook will be a major part of your grade.  

· Pencil

· Husky Planner

Grading and Classroom Policies:

Preparedness, attitude and notebook: 40%

Assessments/Theory knowledge: 10%

Ensemble Performance (or recording): 10% 


Composer research paper: 20% 





Final: 20%

-Individual Assessments on sight-reading, chords and scales will be given weekly. 

-Students will complete a research paper on the guitar composer of their choice, but must choose from the 17th-19th century.

-Assessments and tests cannot be made up (arts dept. policy).  If you are going to miss a class on an assessment day, you must make arrangements prior to the class-day in question.  

-Assignments must be turned in on time.  In order to receive half credit, you must turn in the homework no later than one class period after the due date.
Unexcused Absences:

Unexcused absences will affect the student’s letter grade.   

Each unexcused absence lowers the student’s semester grade ½ a letter grade.
Topics and approximate Timeline
Weeks 1-2

· Anatomy of a guitar
· Tuning
· E & B Strings, First position
· Open Chords: key of G, C
Weeks 3-5

· Review E & B strings
· G & D strings, first position
· Open Chords: key of G, C, D, A
· First song (Spanish guitar)
· Scales: C Major
· Assign research paper (students may pick a composer from the 17th-19th century.  Students must pick a non-American composer).
Weeks 6-8

· Review E thru D strings
· A string
· More songs (French, British & German Traditionals)
· Open Chords: Am, Em, Dm, 
· Research paper rough draft 
Weeks 9-11

· Review E thru A strings
· E string
· Repertoire (more with Traditionals.  American popular music)
· Composer research paper.
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